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A provincial bye-election, 
near Victoria, Hritiah 
Columbia, Canada, was held 
March 20, 1978 in which our 
Companion Party. The 
Socialist Party of Canada, 
ren a cundidate. Our parties 
abroad have in the past 
contested various elections 
in Canada, New Zealand and 
Great Britain. No socialist 
has ever won an election but 
such activity should not be 
judged solely hy the votes 
cast, which for us have 
always been quite few in 
number. However, if 
numbers alone proved the 
correctnesaa of a position. 
which of course they don’t, 
all capitaliet governments to 
dute, including Hitler‘s and 
the U.S.S.R.’a, should have 
produced ‘the millennium’, 
which of course they 
haven’t. ‘Majorities’ do not 
necessarily endow the 
Opinions they uphold with 
the truth. 


On the rare occasions when 
our movement puts forward 
a candidate a unique political 
event takes piace. No leader, 
professing superior ability 
and presenting reformist 
measures, appears on the 
scene, but instead a delegate, 
democratically elected by a 
knowledgeable socialist 
membership, ia appointed. 

Qur platform, regardless of 
the country, province or 
state ie always the same -- 
abolition of capitalism, 
democratically and through 
the ballot. and the establish- 
ment of socialiam. Socialigam 
fo us means a system of 
society that can only operate 
throughout the world when 
the majority of the working 
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Class have acquired socialist 
understanding and con- 
eciously desire social 
revolution. 


The term ‘revolution’ has 
been misunderstood and 
eends unnecessary shivers 
down the spines of the 
misinformed. The concept 
that ‘a revolution’ must be 
accompanied by bloodahed 
and violence is cumpletely 
inaccurate. Socialism, for its 
inauguration, requires a 
combination of knowledge, 
the proper material condi- 
tions. and the appropriate 
political action -- this, 
together with the numerical 
strength of the working 
claas, will, in our opinion, 
insure a peaceful trana- 
formation. Should a new 
system of society, socialism, 
be instroduced in which all 
wealth is produced solely for 
use and not for sale, with the 
means of production and 
distribution owned and 
democratically controlled by 
the whole of society, with 
the elimination of money 
and the wages system, with 
free access to all goods and 
services -- this would 
constitute a ‘social revolu- 
tion’ because the very basis of 
eociety would have been 
altered or ‘revolutionized..’ 


Our socialist candidate in 
Canada advocated peaceful, 
democratic methods in order 
to attain an objective that 
would cxemplify democracy 
in al] its many aspects. The 
‘means’ we use are related to 
the objective that we wish to 
achieve. And yet our 
Canadian comrade was 
prenenting «a case fi 
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revolution -- a revolution tha 
would introduce a totally 
different economic ayaten 
which would replace the one 
under which we preseatly 
live. 

Our companion parties, 
together with ourselves, are 
not interested tn attempts at 
reformation — our functior 
is not to try and make 
capitalism work with 
greater efficiency. When you 
hear a political candidate 
advocate reforms, irrespect. 
ive of their merit, youcanbe 
absolutely certain that at the 
same time he or she ia also 
promoting and condoning 
Capitalism. We claim that 
capitalism is immune to al) 
efforts at running it other 
than in the interests of the 
capitalist class. Further, a 
program of reforms will 
produce reformists --not 
revolutionists. And social- 
isin without socialists is an 
impoasibility. 

The Socialist Party of 
Canada, in this recent 
election, was not interested 
in obtaining votes wales 
they came from socialists. 
We are the only political 
organization putting for- 
ward such a position -- it 
unique because it places 4 
priority on the knowledge of 
the voter and not on hia vote. 
We don't want one withoul 
the other! 

How tediously boring it b 
for socialist ears (0 


encounter, at election time, | 


the plaintive pleas of the 
npologists§ for  capitahsm 


| 


espousing their ineffectual | 


reforms and «empudeantly 
aasertiag their ability ‘to 
lead’. 


We offer no leader | 


— 
—— 


Socialist Fulcrum 


NDP Capitalism and - 
Social Sores 


If the firat Co-operative 
Commonwealth Fedoration 


vernments of Saskatchewan 


and later New Democratic 
Party governnents in that 
province and Manitoba and 
RC. have acted like Liberal 
governments, it has not been 
because the CCF/NDP has 
bad a change of heart from 
the idealism of the Great 
Depression Daya. 

More than a few faithful 
followers of the Woodaworth, 
Coldwell, Dougias blundish- 
meots must have heen 
diniasioned when the first CCF 
government ‘friend of the 
workers’ party broke a atnke in 
t own etate operated box 
latory in Saskatchewan back 


ip 1947. The trail of 
Radio Broadcast 


with panaceas promising the 
ssobtainable. In this 
Canadian bye-election our 
wcialist delegate forecasted 
najorinsoluble problems for 
the working class as long as 
he present system contin- 
us, and he asked for a 
mandate for socialism -- 
without compromise. No 
leaders, no short-cuts, no 
attempts at reformation, no 
promises -- but instead an 
urgent requeat that workers 
evaluate and realize their 
twe position in society, 
acquire a socialist education, 
nd themselves of the lies and 
fale notions that they have 
been fed for so long, and 
accomplish as speedily as 
poesible the political mission 
that historically awaits 
them. 


ermbitterment since then is 
strewn with NDP government 
strike breaking activites under 
the guize of a sacial interest, 
curbing wages and working 
conditiona in the profit interests 
of the employing class. The 
present Suskatchewan NDP 
government ordered striking 
Power Corporation workere 
back to the job before settlement 
in 1975 and the B.C. NDP 
government of Dave Barrett co 
operated with private industry 
capitalists by forcing 50.000 
atriking workers back before 
contract settlements were 
reached in 1975. 

The CCF/NDP often has not 
waited until it holds the coveted 
reins of power befure collaborat- 
ing with the avowed partes of 
capitalism. Federally it co 
Operated with Trudeau, with 
support in the Houre of 
Commons for strike breaking 
legislation against the railway 
men in 1966 and 1973, 
longshoremen in 1968 and 
grainhandlers in 1975. The other 
type of governmenta! activity 
that depresses wages, that is 
wage controls without price 
controls, was indulged by both 
the Manitoba and Saskatchew.- 
an NDP administrations. They 
both earned the temporary 
disapproval of the Canadian 
Labor Congrees for co-operanng 
with Trudeau on Anti-Inflation 
Board controls. 

In addition to siding with 
the employing clas when in 
office in reference to wages 
and working conditions, the 
CCF/NDP finds it necessary 
to cut back on so-called 
welfare services, us the 


Barrett administration did. 
because of the growing 
business recession. 


Vol. No. 3 


Such headlines in Virtoria 
papera aa. ‘Harvett ‘NO to Prar’. 
‘Dearth of thUare Municipal 
Crise’ and ‘Barrett Blasts 
Students‘ revealed disappom! 
ment of poverty groups over 
NDP government cuthacke on 
funds for students and veati(ute 
workers when the pocket book of 
the capitalist clase shrunk 
thruagh the business decline 

The affinity of the CCF/NDP 
with the openly capitalist 
parties hus been illustrated io 
other obvious ways. An 
instance is the case of Tomny 
Douglas getting in the Houae of 
Commons with the aid of the 
Sooal Credit Pariy in 1925. 
(Daily Colonist, March 28°63) 


The World War 1) years suppty 
another example 1p MJ. 
Coldwell withdrawing a nv 
chance CCF candidate from the 
Lake Center nding in Saskatch 
ewan iv favor of John 
Yhefenbaker as 2 better chuice 
over the Liberal candidate. 
Diefenbaker won with the help 
of the CCF soldier vote. 

Society does not undergo a 
basic change following the 
election of an NDP govern- 
ment. it remains divided 
between an owning class 
and a propertiless, wage- 
working class whose 
condition aa u class is one of 
insecurity and alienation. 

When an NUP government ia 
swept out of office by the 
working class being swayed by 
an alternate group of amouth 
talking leaders, the incoming 
Conservatives, Socreds (re 
vamped Conservatives) or 
Tiberala, do nu rescind the 
progressive measures brought in 
by the Socia! Demucrate. They 
just carry on a8 though they had 
been prveeded by one of ther 
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pehursean ct efer he wating 
cemeuasing 66 percent of 
ether dngearras = a menw lhe 
diebetes. the explanation 
enderexarciae becuse ‘we are 
er eMurctt ex ety comperet | 
backward asters «« crnparw 
@ grandfather's tame We have 
@ore food te eat 4 Workers are 
so fertemete, act because the 
are ineecure, anfulfilied and 
albenated. The scaiw of three 
problems is cemcraied bry Soca! 
Democratic and 60:ca lied center 
right parties ahike. 

Forty-five yeara after the 
Begine Man:fest> was pro- 
claimed with the CCF as the 
saneur of the working class. 
with moet of ita proposals 
now effected ia Canada by 
either the avowed sapitahiot 
perties or the CCF/NDP in 


ome provieces. Le soma! 


corms remain ge before 
Becest thet there may be 
@ere of them. arcompanied 
ey a bagger arwy of experis 
tleabering with them. 

Temany Dou gies e1Gm ated : 
percent ef the Dagens Man fen 
Megesine, Val i’ Ne 35°96L 
Thee wes wo acadent Annie 
See etme cot do reg 
Ge Begiee Marivete wae « 
peck of veberme te patch es 
cepvtabem And reforme Aave 
"ee Capella 28m 8 g- vero meta. 
Oeen'a Factory Act m the 
Seteh Mowe of Commons 
matey the bourses ef work for 
calires wm 39. And the eariv 
OCF. m= collemos with the mass 
capmahes media go away with 
Guerepresenting tlale c@enecr 
ehup of industnes as social 
ownerstip. And to dfferentiate 
thear false preeise from that of 
Lemsn's and Stahn’s dctatonal 
etate capetahbem they caled 
themselves democratic 
sonaketes. However. ia state 
ownership the state administers 
the buemnees for ube minonty 
ewnere whose legal documents 
ef pesscegion assame the form of 
bonda instead of abares and 
whose upearmed income w 
expreseed as interest 1n place of 
dn vidende No change in 
cewneship and the previogs 
owners oetil) exert genera) 
control, through the govern. 
ment 


The Process of Exploitation 


In addition to the obvious 
carpatahet aespecta of the NDP 
there existe a fundamenta! besis 
of commitment to the wages, 
pewea. profit system. which 
generalis not apparent to the 
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Wages are exchange yy & 
empleying clase fe 4, 
poe xt re somes of copia 
ere tO emewre the renew g 
workers merry. The ectm, 
eee —» hand ower earphes ate 
Gme te the owners esth & 
ever and abeve the Ce 8 the 
2 produce the valee od he 
wages. in the form af 
commodities These sams 
valoes are exprenued os tm 
mteres and profs Wag me 
the valee pnce af ths ab 
cummodaty the wurker peas 
and offers for sale. bis te fon 
his power to labar itwatieeas 
whether mgh dremaed eum 
boom mes raisss is m 
wages. or whether low demanl 
during Gepresmons or nisin 
lowere them. er whebe 
government submides iz 2 
form of fancy doles lowers thas 
It 1a the difference Decumm 
overal) wages and the weal d 
the other commodipea bs | 
capataliasm prodaces and pes & 
the market that spel & 
meaning of poverty. Wags 
renew productive energt 
bothing more, and ar & 
guarantee of poverty for & 
majority. regardieus of the na 
of the party that bappens & & 
running capitalism at any bat 

One and a half veare afr 
the B.C. NDP governs 
had been in coatrol, 2 
profits of the foreet indas! 
had duoubled, white scm 
elderly workers, after bas 
separated from whal th 
bad produced all their live 
were campelled to et 
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geod pet food. Ferhape 
neve Parrett would rather 
pat bawe even this happea- 


gg, Wat he "gg en for, 
wi received votes for 
ort atte lion. ali the 
ede Gecoiving the workers 
ast be contd help them) and 
aes copitaiism functian- 
ng vormally 


fie Socslicm Means 


As a eocial system. 
Sabes means that all 
mee owe and contro! the 
nam of life ia common, 
quh free acwcan according to 
end. w& the gooda and 
armres thal everyone has 
pres ace co-opereti vely and 
aipniarily according to 
amity. A moneyleasa. 
sageieen warless world of 
advidaa! development. The 
arthod to achieve this is 
political action by a 
mesn0es majority. know - 
mg the social aoarce of their 
os ome 

A werid of free accees for all 
wheat MONeY. May seem odd to 
@ mntated. But thanks to 
f& confamon contnbuted by 
woal Democratic movements. 
te werkers efi]! accept the myth 
Qa money is democratic. thatit 
terdetes goods to all, despite 
te fact the majonty has always 
@fyred insecunty and the 
mung minority monupolize 
mat of the money 

The CCF NDP has alwaya 
a pro-capitalist In the 
ths of the Ks business 
Gpreesua, when the workers 
tad produced greater “surpluses 
« ther masters than ever 
wlan. the Regina 
"weer begged big bumness 

Sh ts governments to 
~ wt Roney ty provide jobs. It 
 Mivae ownership’s pnonty 

duction for sale: profit, nut 


wee. thet ceased the mealeahe 
eurpheses ws the fret place. cad 
deeGtete workera This latxe’ 
party never quetone css 
ownership hh camored instead 
for full employment 'fe}] 
exploitation) ar crumbe for the 
objeue. 


The rdea that the workers. 
being a ecbeervient class whose 


entertain the candinfons of s free 
people in a clasatene ecchety ‘2 
contradictory. It is impose 
while they are sti’) ecaaved to 
capital Bat this capitabst party 
bandwagon is where the 
CCF NDP has been through the 
veara sided by ‘eaders whe 
femcton as ail leaders da 
through deception. Denng @ 
recent BC elechon, a prominent 
NDP candidate admitted 
privately that it was a waste of 
time for the SPC to be trying 
educate the workers for 
Sociaham . because thev were nat 
intelligent enough of 
knowledgeable enough to 
andensand this as the solutva 
to ther problems They cock 
epereiy kee concessions within 
capitahsm. and it waa anly 
practical to be in the promise 
making trade. which means 
craumba 

NDP leadere hike the 
ehepherde of the other capitabet 
parties, alwavshave an ear close 
to the ground. monitonng the 
degree of acceptance by the 
wage «workers and ther cwn 
Party followers of the liee dished 
out. For instance. in rewent 
timen it mast have beome 
troublesome for BC. NDP 
members to acvept the logic of 
receiving lucrative Party 
donations from corporations, 
the supprwed anemy of early 
dave, oo the leaders wery forced 
to allow that Party policy to be 
rescinded at their jast 


somywatan. Gamaiariy. the NDP 
hendere'ip th Manritvda aad OC 
hnew ther Pdourre were naive 
enough te cee othiug 
contradictory shuut ther 


part of the tiame fer the “urremt 
cond ton of the ween sewdan vf 
eoomy, a0 the casuaky lia 


length ena 
Whiee the NOP vembershy 
rolls expand m snne parts af the 


roartry wil newwmers be the 
Party line. hendreds af 
disiiiueiened woekers ate 
doppmg cat We arse them & 
inveatigate the aclution ef 
commcn ownership end 
demurraty eontrol The 
accemuleted endence poents in 
that direction 


INFURMATION CENTERS 


Sucialiat Party of Canada 
P.O. Box 4880, Stn. A. 
Victoria, A.C. VAX SNA 
Sectaliat Party of Canada 


P.O. Boa 1 
Winaipes, Mau. RIC BG 


Parti Socialiete du Cavada 
CP. 244, Pointe-aus 
Trembiva, Quebec 


Socialist Pasty of Vaneds 
P.O. Bos 16S), Sta. A, 
Vec 2Pi 


Vancouver, B.C. 


m - are funile 

irrelevant Neither of them 
fer eny solutiun to the 
peableme facng wage and 
palary earmers i8 Quebec 
The Qs bamec analveis - 
which cleaime that people in 
Quebec would be better off if the 
taxes now paid te Ottawa. and 
the dematone an hoe tc use 
therm, were transfered to (yuebec 
mistaken The problems 
facing wage and salary earners 
in Qucebvex are caused by the fact 
that they are excluded from the 
ownership and contro] of the 
meane for producing wealth, 
and caiunm be sulved on an all 
Canada seale let alone within 
the boundaries of Quebec. 
independent ar otherwiee. 
The conetituBonal question - 
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The New Government In Quebec 


waelem or open 
resevancy to the working 
clases Neither of theaee 
alternanves provide a frame 


work withi: 


under the democratic 
. al] the peopie can 
provide aach a framework and. 
mnce capitaliem the system 
which ts to be replaced is itwelf a 
worked system. this can only be 
done on a world scale. This 
beeng #0. independence for 
Quehec is not a demand which 
workers in Quebec should waste 
their Ome supporting. In fact.in 
view of the divine nature of any 
kind of nationalist propaganda. 
it is something they should 
oppose. Just as they should 
oppuee, we hasten to add, the all- 
Canada natonalism propagated 
bv the defenders of federalism. 


The PQ, lke all natunalist 
movements, has to cultivate the 
myth that there ezista in Quebec 
a ‘nabon which has ‘the nghtto 
eelf-determination. The PQ. 
however, 18 unable to give a 
consistent definition of what it 
calle ‘la nation quebecoise’. At 
one Moment it says that this is 
composed of all those who 
speak French and the next 
moment af ail those who live in 
Quebec. But theee two groups 
are by no means identical 
Abvut a third of the population 
of New Branswick are 
francophone, while nearly 20 
percent of the population of 
Quebec are not. Are theae to be 
included in ‘la nation 
Quebevuise’ or not? And, if 
speaking French ie the critenun, 
why is the claim not to be a part 


ef some equally mythoca! ‘nste, 
inconmstencies from wha @ 
abunaliet weotogies safis 
there 38 a much mer 
fundamental objectum t & 
whole concept of the “naie 
that it is based on 
assumpton that al) those ey 
are supposed © compra 3 
ehare a common interest Be 
ajl ‘nations’, however defina. 
whether by common langusgee 
hving within the same front 
or whatever- are divided im 
two classes with antagonist 
interests. those who own md 
control the means of producter 
and those who don't This ity 
situation in Quebec pow am | 
would continue in the mdepend 
ant Quebec which the PQ wists 
to nee established. Indeed a 
putting forward the program 
of an independent Quebec th 
PQ reveals itself as az 
expreasion of the interest d 
certain sections of the capitan 
clasa in Quebec - for the pat 
part, medium and emeli 
enterprises - whose intere® 
would be better served by a 
independent Quebec govern: 
ment rather than hy the preseo! 
federal government in Ottaw 


Yea, just as much as the Part 
Liberal and the Unioa 
Nationale the PQ is as 
expression of capitalist 
interests. But. in view of iu 
programme of ‘progress: 
refurmes, is not the PQ, in the 
words of the FTQ. the party be 
plue pree des travailleurs? No 
itis not! No party which accept 
capitalism hae anything to offer 
the workera. The PQ does no 
claim Ww be sucialiat (fortunately 
for us genuine sucialieta, sino 
thie wuuld have added to the 


Licai 
aNrECt th yugh we 
g to reform 

to serve the 

maponty ae 
nce the 

of cap:talem 
being reformed 
we will let the PQ 


theral argue as to 
hem he mure 
cerely committed to this futile 


What made the trade umon 
leaders support the PQ -the FTQ 
spenly and the CSN by 
umphicahon-- wax the obvious 
aou-working class record of the 
Bourassa government ‘includ- 
ing ther own jailing in 1972). 
Ret why did the Bourassa 
goverment act against the 
intereet of the working class? 
Que amply because the jobofa 
government is ( run capitaliam 
and capitaliam, being based on 
the exploitation of the workers 
and on production for profit 
rather than to satisfy human 
needs. can never he run in the 
terest of the majority class of 
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wage and salary earnezs O-as 
all governmects must sooner or 
inter came tnto cpnfict with the 
wortong ciass. Thies will appis 
equally te the new PY 
acvernment of Quebec. as evenis 
will prove. It would also apoly, 
we might add to the “part: dea 
travaiieurs to be financed by the 
trade anions which some trade 
union Saders are caiting for. 


The plain fact. we repeat. 
that capitalism cannot be 
made to work in the interest of 
the working class and any 
government which sets out to 
do this will inevttably fail 
The Levesque PQ govern- 
ment will fail to solve 
working class problems in 
Quebec just a» surely as did 
the Bourassa government 
and the Union Nationale 
government before that. It 
can also be expected. in view of 
its atance on the language 1s8ce, 
to take measures which wil 
further set worker against 
worker in Quebec. le Parti 
Socialiste du Canada warns 
workers in Quebec that they 
have nothing to expect frora the 
new PQ government but 
diisillusion and dis- 
appointment. 
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In [1906. Upton Sinclair in has 
classic boak ‘The Jungle’, 
abo wed the appalling conditians 
under which workers labared in 
e Omcago daughite house. 


‘There ave the men m the pickle 
FOOMRE, | Cc \oarce a One 
of th ha {not some spot af 
Aorror on fus p Let aman 
80 much a6 9c Mas finge 
pustang a track ai the pickle 
rooms, and he mu, ae a sure 
thal would pet Aun oat of the 
world, aZ the josnts in his fingers 
might be anze dy the aad, one 
by une Of the butchers end 
Avoremen, the bed-boners and 
tranuners, and all those who used 
hknwea, you could soarcely find a 
person who had the use of hus 


thumb: time and ume again the 
base af t had bee elashed. oll a 
wasa mere lunp of flesh against 
atch the man pressed the krufe 
tohold#. The hands of theseman 
would be crss-crossed usth cuts, 
unt! you coald ao longer pretend 
to count them or to ounce them. 
They woudd hate no nals - they 
had worn then off puling hides: 
thar knuckica were awollen so 
that ther fingers sprvad oul bkea 
fan. There were men who 
uorked in the cauking rooms, m 
the midst af steam and sickening 
odurs, by artfiaa hkght; un these 
roams the germs of tuberculoas 
mught lave for two years, but the 
supply was renewed ecery hour. 
There were the bed luggere. who 
carried two-hundred-pound 
Quarters into the refrigerator. 
curs; a fearful kind of u'urk, that 
began at four adock in the 
morning, and that wore out the 
moe powerful men ma few 
yeare. There were thuse who 
worked in the chilling rooms, and 
whose special disease wae 
rhewnatiam, the ame kml a man 
could work wi the chilling rooms 
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The Jungle 


was said to be fae years. There 
were the wool-pluckers. whose 
hands went to pecea even 
sooner than the hands of the 
pichle men: for the pelts of the 
sheep had to be paunted uath acid 
to loosen the wool, and then the 
pPluckers had to pull out tua wool 
uath thar hare hands, all the acid 
had eaten their fingers off. There 
were those who made the ans for 
the canned meat; and they hands. 
too. were a maze of cuts, and 
each cut represented a chance 
for blood poisoning. 
Some worked at the stamping 
ma ctunes,and uw wasvery seldom 
that one could work long there at 
the pace that was set.and not gue 
ow and forget humself. and have 
part of his hand chopped off. 
There were the ‘holsters,'as they 
were called, whose task if was to 
press the lever which lifted the 
dead cattle off the floor. They ran 
along upona rafter, peering down 
through the damp and the sfeam:; 
... at every few feet they would 
have to stoop unde a beam, say 
four feet above the one they ran 
on; which got them wuito the ha bit 
of stooping, eo thatina feu years 
they would be walking lke 
clhumpanzeesa. Worst of any, 
however, were the feralzer men, 
and those who sened the 
couking rooms. These people 
could nut beshoun to thevisatar, - 
for the odor of a feralzer man 
would acare any ordinary usitor 
ala hundred yards, and as for the 
other men, who worked wn tank 
rooms full of steam, and in some 
of which there were open vote 
near the lwei of the floor. they 
Ppecubar trouble was that they fell 
unto the wats; and when they were 
fished out, there was newer 
enough of them left to be worth 
extubang. sometimes they 
would be aerlooked for daye, Bll 


ali hut the hones of them hy 
wone out to the word » 
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Pure Ley le 


Many warkers will think ty 
there callous warking condiia; 
belong to the pnat, but induwy 
workers will know that ther a 
many factanes and rmes they 
sali rival the warking andtin 
which Uptan Sinclad’ depicted 
In addition, amce Ward Wa? 
countless new chemicals bar 
been developed, and anploye: 
have readily put these or 
chemicals to use, with ite 
concern far their toxic quits 
and the havoc they have wrough 
with hunan lives. 


Linda Jolley of th 
McMaster University Centr 
for Labor Studies recenils 
said so little testing haabees” 
done...‘we’ve been using the 
workers as Iaborator: | 
animals, counting the bode | 
at the end and seein 
whether or not the sub | 
stances they worked wil 
are toxic...a lot of people ar 
sitting out there dyin 
slowly of an occupations! 
disease. They don’t know it | 
No one knows.’ 


Then there ia the deliberate 
lying, cheating und mis- 
representation. 

You can’t always tres 
scientific studies showin 
whether or not chemica’ 
used in the work place ar 
hazardous, says Dr. Samu! 
Epstein, professor of 
occupational health at th 
University of Ilbinow 
medical schvol. 

‘You can buy whatever date 
you need, he told a recent! 
conference at York Univerr 
ity. ‘If you get answer 


inconsistent with your 
interests, you can destroy, 
manipulate, suppress and 
nisinterpret. A whole set of 
scenarion have developed, 
all of which have the 
ultimate object of protecting 
short term industrial 
intereat at the expense of 
soctety.’ 

Sometimes, he said, untrue 
eaclusiona from scientific 
research are unintentionally 
reached, and sometimes they 
are deliberate. 

‘It ranges from extreme 
incompetence, which is 
commonplace, to deliberate 
masnipulation, setting up the 
erperimentsa so you will get 
ibe answers you want. If you 
get answers you don-t like, 
youcan interpret them away 
or destroy the data.’ 

in 1972 he said, scientists 
for a large chemical 
company published a paper 
oa herbicide, which is used 
n Canada. They concluded 
that the esubsatance doesn’t 
produce birth defecta. 

‘l read through the whole 
paper and found that the 
smdy showed exactly the 
contrary to the summary,’ he 
aid. ‘It showed a high 
aamber of birth defects, but 
the company scientists had 
defined birth defects in a 
way that holes in the heart 
aad cleft palates would not 
count as defects.’ 

‘Do not respect authority 
because it Wearu an academ- 
ic hat’, he warned. ‘A wide 
range of industry coneult- 
ante work at universities. 
Many at universities have 
dose their best to fight 
aguinst every attempt to 
tegalate cancer causing 


themuicals.’ 
Os February fet, 1978, The 


Pe 
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Globe and Mail published 
under the title ‘Minere 
Expvueed To 30% More Radiation 
Than Thought’... a report from 
which the following quote is 
taken; ‘Uranium minera 
working at Rio Algom Ltd., in 
Eliot Lake seem to have been 
exposed to 30% more radiation 
than they had thought they 
were, according to figures in a 
»rovincial Government audit of 
radiation levels in the 
mine...Columns of company 
figures, which were much lower 
than those obtained by 
Government technicians, were 
blotted vut on photostats of 
seven tables cavenng more than 
M44u radiation samples. More 
than 85S uranium workers in 
Ontarto, most of them from 
Elliot Lake, have died of lung 
cancer....Labor Minister Betty 
Stephenson could nut be reached 
for comment yesterday.’ 


Betty Stephenson is the 
minister whom Dr. Morgan 
feels slandered him on T.V. 
Dr. Morgan bad completed a 
etudy which pointed to links 
between asbestos and throat 
cancer. The study was 
published in two scientific 
journals, and he was asked 
to speak to the New York 
Academy of Science. His 
work was referred to in the 
case of Aime Bertrand, a 


Sudbury miner who was 
exposed to asbestos on hie 
job for 17 yeare, developed 
throat cancer and applied to 
the Workmen's Compensa- 
tion Board for a pension. 
The board refused com- 
penaation - to get compensa- 
tion from the Workmen's 
Compensation Board is like 
trying to pull teeth from a 
crocodile - and Dr. Morgan 
was amazed to hear Labor 
Minister Betty Stephenson 


ee a} 
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tell the television audience 
reviewing the case ‘that Pe. 
Morgan had been disecredit- 
ed.” 

The Ontario guideline for 
asbeeos is 2 fibrea per cubic 
centimetre of air, yet labor 
ministry monitoring a pinwt 
in Intereoll in November 
turned up reading ne high as 
9.) fibres per cubic centi- 
metre. 

Vinyl chloride, polychiona- 

ated biphenyle (PC Ba) and 
nickel dust have heen 
identified as cancer-causing 
agents. Some studies have 
also shown that steel 
foundry workers have 
higher inatances of fung 
cancer than the generul 
population. Uranium miners 
have also been shown to 
have disproportionately 
high nambers of cancer 
cases, but it ie not known 
whether exposure to rock 
dust or radiation ise the 
cause. 


Workers in aluminum 
amelters exposed to 
aluminum may be liable to 
lang diseases and bone 
disorder, a British Columbia 
study indicated last year. 

Research has alao linked 
higher than normal ilcukem- 
ia cases with synthetic 
rubber workers. 

Workers in dynamite planta 
may develop 8 dependence 
on the nitroglycerine thev 
work with, and may be liable 
to heart attacks if they ure 
away from the substance for 
a period of time. 

The laws of capitalism 
permit the mine and factory 
ownere to increase their 
power and wealth hy 
destroying thoee that 
produce it, and we are 
expendible. 
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Marx On The Professional Worker 


During (855 Marx wrote ‘The 
commercial worker in the atrict 
sense uf the term, belongs to the 
better-paid class of wage worker 

to thoee whose labor is classed 
as skilled and stands above 
average labor. Yet the wage 
tends to Fall, even in relatiun to 
average labor, with the advance 
of the capitalist mode of 
productwn. (Uy 

Now updating Marx on thie we 
read ‘of a recent repart by the 
Pans hased Organization for 
Eeononmuc Co-Operatwn and 
deviclopment«{wherein we note) 
The volue of most educational 
Gtadifications has depreciated 
in the lahor markets of moat 
Western countries over the past 
feu years” (2) Why is thie? 

Contunues Marx: ‘This is due 
partly to the division of labor in 
the office implving a une-sided 
development of the labor 
capacity. the cost of which dues 
rast fall enturely upon the 
capitalist, since the lahorer's 
ehill develope by itself through 
the exercise of hia function, and 
all the more rapidly as division 
of Labur makes if more one-sided. 
Seoundly, because the necessary 
fraining, knowledge of 
commercial practices. language 
etc. «6 more and more rapully, 
easily universally and cheaply 
repruduccd with the progress of 
erience and public eduction, the 
morc the capitalist mode of 
Production directs teaching 
methods. etc. towerds practical 
purposes’. (1) 

Returning to the recent Faris 
report we read, °.for many 
Generations educational 
eredenticls (were) for young 
people of ower toca origina an 
important! path of upward social 
mobility Thoee who 
succeeded in education or 
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apprenticeships knew more or 
less the opportunities that their 
snvuestment in time and effort 
opened to them...’ 


‘The expansion of educational 
facilities at Secondary and 
higher levels is a_ relatively 
recent phenomenon. People who 
completed their initial education 
hefore the expanawn of upper 
secondary and higher education 
in the 1960's and 1960's did not 
have the same opportunities as 
their successors to persue higher 
levels of studien. - If there ts lvas 
competitive advantage in 
having the high schoal diplama 
becauae it now has become the 
norm rather than the exception, 
those who are not able to obtain 
this credential find themselves 


atan increasing disadvantage . 
They are condemned to low-paid 
unskilled joba unlesa, as occurs 
all tuo frequently, they are 
unable to find employment at 
all’ = 2) 

All of thin is merely restating 
the Marxinn view on this matter 
for the latter wnts ‘The 
untversalty of public education 
enables capitalists tu recruit 
such laborers frum classes thal 
formerly had nu access to such 
trades and were accustumed toa 
lower standard of living. 
Moreower. this increases supply 
and hence competition. With 
few: exceptwne, the labar power 
of these people is therefore 
devaiuned with the progress of 
capitalist production. Their 
uage falls, while their labor 
capacity increases. The 
capitalist increasvs the number 
of these laborers whenever he 
has more value and profits to 
realise. (e.g.,aaduring the 9950's 
and 1960's period of capicalst 
éxpanston and developmentanda 
during this 26 year period there 


Vol. 


was a general rise in the | 
standards of the wage lee 
clase) The increase of this lee 
is always the result, neve ty 
cause of surplus vele 

Thus developing ComUnedsh 
production and circulation eh 
for continually meing steaden 
of labor performance. Thus | 
turn leads onto progreasiey | 
neing productivity of labo. | 
Ansinyg from this interchaag 
ahle causeeffectcause then | 
ever appears, in renewed ani 
reneuahle forms, the inescop — 
able contradictions of th 
capitalist process. 


The Cummercial Worker 


and Surplus Value. 


Marx ubserves, ‘Commets 
labur 18 the labor genew 
necessary fora capital to operh 
as merchants capitel, & 
cunvert commodities into mean 
and money into commodite * 
1s a labor which reelioe, bs 
dues not create, valent 

‘The commercial ate 
produces no aurplasvee 
directly Rut the pree df 
labur is determined by the cal 
of his labur power, heace by ® 
costs of its production, whe & 
applcatiwn of this labor poww 
its exertion, expenditer © 
eneryy and wear and ter, u@ 
in the case of every uther Wag 
laborer by no means Limits & 
its value. His Wage. therefore? 
not recessanty proportonets® 
the mass of profit uAach he how 
the capitalist to reahm =* 


creates no direct surplus value, 
bet adds to the capitalist’s 
‘ecome by helping him ton reduce 
the cost of realizing surplua- 
relue, tnasmuch as he performs 
partly unpaid labor ' (hy) 


FOOTNOTES: 


ila Capital Vol. 3 Chap. 17 on 
(ommercia!l profit. Marx was 
wnting this prior to the 
mgahinng and enforcement of 
the Education Act 1870. Marx 
even then wae aware uf those 
mauvely recent trends which 
awe now universally showing 
throngh the social fabric 
Aliso the Footnute to this by F. 
Bagles 1s of relevent interest 
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C. Peter Furey 


P'S. My dotted anderlining pert 
i the Paria report exactly 
oresponds with the similar 
wderlining of Marx's news of 
warly 120) vears ago 

The next qwuestion which 
wees iss what are the few 
eoppbons to this general law of 
reve reductiun ! 
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Internation Communist 
Carrent 

‘w reply to International 
Omni ot Current's cntique 
i the SPC meant for this iaue. 
*w crowded out. but will appear 
2M 4°78 Meanwhile, a 


| Spaneon between ICC's ideas 
, MB those of Socialism appeared 


od lat issue of Socialist 
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Monetary Socialism 


I would like to criticize the 
S.P.C. for a coupleofthings Lt ve 
not socialism that { am 
criicizmng for I am ea socialist 
L The somalist belief in 
materialiasm 

Socialst theory is independent 
of religioua fact. Whether there 
exists a god or not, sociahem is 
deairabie over capitalism an the 
basis of morality. Although it is 
underatandable that sorialist 
oppoee religion because it tends 
to cause docility to oppres- 
aion, sociaheta would be better 
to make the immorality of 
capttaliem the iasue and aerk the 
co-vuperation af religiowa people. 
Socaliste would he wiser ta 
contend that a Chnatian society 
would have to be @ socialist 
eociety. That contention is a 
valid ene and when you consider 
that we ere lhving in a 
democracy with a majonty of 
people believing tn some sort of 
Christianity then it hecomea an 
invaluable tool that is 
presently being neglected 

Materialiam is in no way 
neceasary to socialism. Marx 
made it an integral part of his 
theory and the SPC. is 
unfortunately stuck in a 
Marxian mode. | have nu 
objection to atheiam but | have 
to ubject when It 18 aseoriated 
with seaahsm and eo impedes 
socialism and perpetuates the 
capitahst evetem Rehgron ss 
ae old as mankind and will 
continue, so doubt for as long as 
mankind There is 00 inherent 
contradiction to eocialiem with 
religion and ! must ecaid the 
S.P.C. fur fostering us belief 
Socialiem in scopomic and is ia 
nu way dependent an rehgon. 
The only r@ationsinup between 
them ia that believers ia 
spintual guvod ahould support 


Socialism. Any sectalis! thet 
dose not recognize th:s ond 
bickers of the sorisliatis 
irrelevant quesfiar wf {sad 
instead of stlempung to wr. 
over Chnstians on the qt esi01) 
of economic morality is a fool 
and an enemy oc ne own cEusr. 
2. The sociaiat oppusitim to 
money and wages 
The particalar type of soc.a!eou 
that the SP.C endornes ww Une 
nlomate form. fur an advanced 
society. and hes maay “ewrnhie 
pants. However ot meact be 
streased that caprtaliem most be 
replaced as soon es posm bie and 
@ monetary eovinhe hes a 
much hetter chance of being the 
replacement A utoposr 
eociahsm cnald quite easily 
evolve from a monetary 
sonieahsen but will possibly ee ver 
artee from the capitalist systeas. 
A money less eomety represents 
euch a radical departure frove 
the estabbahed enmety thot Ube 
peaple wil) not accept the ides 
Their apprehenn:on w warrast 
ed, for a money lews ovulem may 
sot work 1 know 32 ww the 
SPC's gnaj tc ready the penple 
eo that they wil) make e 
money tese soosty werk (b aca ase 
they understand socialism and 
have voted for is), but thet & a 
foohah goal 

T wbject tw the SPC 's 
daydreammg because they are 
waeeting sucialist enemy that 
should be chagnelird rate 
advoceGng and expoendnyg 
menetary extaliam @whtch con 
be accepted bv the people: auch 
more sanily. 

Which brnage cos w the 
argumee abcet whether ¢ 
money and wege system eid 
be uuds eovraliaan. The BPA” 
contends that money and eages 
lwad inevitably te capetshem. {: 


is tree thal muney provides the 
seers for capitaliem bet it ts 
errnmenns i) aesume that muney 


REPLY 


can nat be weed in a socalst 
way 

A monetary eonsiam: tbe 
deoweteth allotaiien uf public 
repste], the peyment of workers 
&@ wage representauve of a 
percentage of the eytems 
ovtpet, the pricing uf yoda ond 
services as the cuat of labvor 
plus @ perupninge tax and the 
demucratze: onntrol of the mze 
aod uae of the tax 


That is the baw «f 2 systam 
that can eluminate the evils uf 
eapitalinen Of not eatisfy the 
Sis idealiwuc definition of 
socirteao And | sabmit that 
the cirminsvon 1 capitaliam ib 
the first and forement duty uf 
sorialisia nd eawimming in 
Mnrz and daydreaming about 
huw wonilerful it would he if 
everyhbudy was perfect 
Monetary socoalism can reap all 
the benefits of utopian accimliam 
exvetaA the most superfluous. 
Perhapa euperflucus us nut the 
nght word. | was smpressead by 
the notiun that preetitution 
would be linposable without 
money, Hut shit man, you've got 
ty learn ue walk before you run! 
And monetary sccialiam can be 
likened to the important step of 
standing up freedum is 


olstained. 
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ihe tength of your tetuer 
precloded tla enure repre 
ductsim. 
(}) Matenaham is not « matter of 
behef but of knuwledge, and ant 
by ‘many Somaliate’ but by all, 
as it ia a fundamental! part of the 
understanding of casntahiem. If 
working clase understanding of 
the econumic relations of 
eapitaliam and high develssp- 
ment of the means of productum 
were noi naceasary, then world 
Socisliem would have been the 
norm uf man's existence fur the 
past 7 000 years. 

Religious belief exists mainly 
hecaune of working claes 
iwnorence of the clasa divided 
cause of their misery. Sorctalset 
theory cannot be independent of 
thie masa eacapiam which yuu 
admit ‘..tenda to cauae donility 
to oppression. It may be that 
Horinlat socety wuld be sa 
realization of Christian ethics, 
but ethics of humans being 
humane taward each uther are 
nothing but dreama eo long as 
the victime remain uncanipie 
hending about thelr own 
oppreamian. If there waa nu 
contradiction between Sonal 
iam and relignon it would not be 
neceanary fur you w& say that 
believers in spiritual good 
should support Socislism, We 
appeal to religivua workers in 
the same way aa to the uothera, un 
the hoagie of (he capitalat cause 
of our probleme. The capitaliat 
clase, knowiny about the servile 
effecta of religiun on warkere, 
support it avidly, along with the 
ethice of brotherhood, which 
alavu hee @ narcotic effect and 
reduces the expense of aucial 
conflict. 

Atheaiam ie not the esme as 
metenalism Most atheinte, 
while oppoaing religion, support 


cepiteliem which epeen 

religion If relignes ‘vt 

continue for as leg 6 

mankind,’ how fs it thal ip am 

enountriea a mgnificsnt part ¢ 

mankind « now uUvVsigw 

(2) The Socialist oppasstes 5 

memney and wages ts pert d& 

opposition ty capiteben te 

heing necessary Ingre@ett: ¢ 

the exploitative process The | 
would be incancervable a & | 
clanairas socety where evaye | 
emtributed arcordng t bay | 
and consumed freely ectortn 

to needs. 

The SPC does not adverts 
type of Somahsm. There sn 
let of varieties of Sociale fre 
which the workers may i@ 
therr pick, though the cageield 

clase has induced many ty balm 

ao. ‘The ‘vanetiaa’ of cours @ 
garden paths, with leads 
heckoning. And ‘moon 
Seni aliam' ja aa cantredetery 8 
‘Chnatian Bonalen, Pee 
you should dwell an wee 8 
washing their energy ofa 
edmitting thet mesets7 
Homaliam warild ati] msn 
capital, a working class wit 
course hea to he mest 
(paid) Ww erpand capils = 
profits, proces in gad, ol 
tazee. Your edmiseee Ge 
people ‘would stil be op 
alavea’ under monete: 
Sociahem adda a pote « 
dbiazarenese to your lte 
notwithstanding your assets 
that :¢ 12 human natere’. be 
we must be alsves te & 
productive resources’ Slavera 
related to mastery © s 
relationship between peophs b 
addition to the poverty of 
wayen aysetem in sgeondan 
Socialism you reveal deabtv®: 
um) im the form of ‘A bets 
welfere system...’ 


Igadequate reecsurces is not a 
perrve te a free acres somety as 
eu ony. There is no shortage Ip 
wre of asa) ability to use 
ypeurces, only @ ahortage of 


gee remeren in capitalist 
wee of cheap and profitahle 


avec 
The hehef that m y can’... 


est ac a unit of accvant..’ is 
part of the enesltanan myth of 
awry wpreed hy the capitalist 
dus. thet nt distmbates gonoda, 


pete the fart ¢) gene Mest 
qd a snd mur mize most 
way An hel ey 18 fore 
reqeired iA aliem aes 
estitlomant % gorda" 
sutleesens aco arding in nesda 
ed be he asernt. 
magh cammyn awnerahip of 
y eeana of producing ganda A 
ashen of curt > evolved 
@ barte pnmanly becaess 
i Gvelopeng capats ‘a huge 
tember and wariety of 


a 


eumediuea, apd as & mea 
d walee The concept of using 
Beery an an adjunct to aqasility, 
tm 4 guniyed reinforce 
weeality, thet i:6 the 

echenge cd privale j-warnainns, 
pematenn class divimun and 
Sanh venerehip and control, 


YY 


As arrwunting ayatem for 
be enirty will involve 
heertic  nembering unite of 
 valee (not mMeseuring 
Ganges ot Sabor value for 
Bet) And the technical 
Sana computers. comm anic- 
(Gone satellites. etc to enhance 
Mie method exiet now 
PY and lurge your description 
Renelary Bocqaliem shows it 
be nothing more than a 


» “ty of state capitalism. 


ar 


"arh formes humane to be 
Reedy and lazy Kveryone does 


; MS Mewe to be perfect to make 


| “Ralem socceed but only be 


" *umans they era now. in a 
~ #8 semety, The utopiens 


are the peopie who postulate 
thal peaple can be free and mod 
under conditinas A alavery. We 
seggest you eapand war 
recngnition of the good parts 
of the SPC, by more investg- 
abon of the natere cf thie system 
e8 expreased in eur pubbcations 
and the Marzien primers. You 
we have to walk befure we ma 
bat you have the directions 
con fased 


New 

QUENTION OF THE DAY 
trop 

Tee Soccalion Party of (ret 
Britais, 


With sdditteme! chagters x 
Women aed Claes. 


The Chinese Revolotion 


lafiation ead Umeaengioyment 
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Dan Holladey 


Dan Holliday died Juns 25. in Victuria Mness and old cage hed 
kept him from Socisbat attisly in recent years. But phen 
Victoria Local had been entice in vetdoor epeoting at Neeccn Hil 
Speaker's Corner he uas a foith{ul mmpenion af Party aprakevn 
Aa electrer shack from hes employment davs had nhilnted hrs 
epeech and kept him off the podium. hut he dad qaste well om 6 var 
ty one hesis. 

Dan's working bfe schued the flavor of a pronert. He sage 
handedly maintained a tetephane line on the remote West Coaal 
long before 1t became the more cleared huher's Waat Cans Trea 
thet tf te today {The lee wes established to bring asd to 
shipwrecks and Dan was more than once the swbyect Of wiite-upe 
in the magazine section of the Dasly Cokmssti Buen today the 
mention of Dan Holladay sa name assures Socveliat hchers « warm 
welcome from the feu remaining Indiana iA Une remotes 
community of the moath of the Netnet Lake 

Contrary to what he weuld Aace uushad, hse relatives ellowed 
the purceyora of religroms wrorance to prey ever hus body 


LY 
Addendum . Daa was escocinted with, bat not g member of Lae 
Victoria Local of the old Socket Party of Cenaus. 
headquartered in thy early wertee on Broad Sereet wher 
secretary then was 
The ume he could apend in town  thoae dave was wt grant He 
joined the preaent Party when Victoria local wes re-eotabdss hed »n 
1959. He had heconse obe70 Of Contemporary actuity 66 8 aul of 
advertising fer @ propageada meoting fie the late Ciidert 
McClatchue of the SPGB, thea lectanay thiungh Neth Amence. 
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Frailties Of A Leader 


lam entng & thank you for 
gending we a cup, of same 

Socialist Party hteratvre with 

your leteer of February }7th. 

It 1s peprettable that to vou 

there “is no soluGwn within a 

eapttalia( suciety 1 will be very 

aucprized if a majority of people 
when thev reaily understand 

Sociniian. will wantit: [would 

oxjy~xt that fry too many of 

them, in Rntsh Columbia at 
least, are apt to remember the 

Harrett administration, or 
should | say mismenagement. 
That experience praved, if 
nething else, how easy it is to 
preach when there ia no danger 
af being required to carry out the 
preaching. When power 1a 
argsumed the picture changea. Jn 
fact in many wave it waa 
reminiscent of George Orwell's 
book ‘The Animal Farm.’. Inthe 
Socialist Party when they are 
not in power everyone, but 
everyone in equal. Just as it 
happened in Orwell's book, upon 
attaining some power it war 
suddenly diacovered that certain 
people were a great deal more 
equal than other, and a few 
impurtant people were . atill 
More equal yet. 

Reading through the firat page 
of the declaration of principles, 
(he phrase strikes my _ eye 
‘consequent enslavement of the 
working class, by whose labour 
alone wealth in produced.’ 

I would like to point out, Mr 
Ayre. that I come into contact 
with many working class people 
and have done so all the veara of 
my adult life. I would be hard 
pressed to recount a handful of 
prople who felt in any way 
‘ynalaved. In fact. Canada is 
ane country where anyone with 
a modicum of intelhgence and 
the wil] to vee it can really 


Improve his position in life if he 
ac desires I am esmilarly 
acquainted with few bus 
ineaamen today who fail to take 
@ very active partin the running 
of their buaineases 

And so it continues! each 
paragraph has a lot of high- 
sounding phraseology that 10 
the nghta of the ‘slaves of 
moder times’ and ignores that 
Canadians by and large enjoy 
one of the higheat living 
standarda in the workt. and I feel 
the literature refera to another 
land altogether. 

In any event, if this philoeophy 
ie going to make you happy, [ 
wish you luck 

Youre sincerely. 


Allan McKinnon. 


Being nent to Ottawa hy a 
predominantly working class 
electorate, trusting that he could 
do something concrete about 
their problema, Mr. McKinnon 
turna out to be a confused 
‘representative. He concedes 
the existence of problema for the 
workers of Canada at the outset 
of his letter, but at the end 
implies their non existence by 
insisting that the solution in the 
literature sent to him ‘...refers to 
another land altogether.’ 
In like manner he alludes tothe 
inequality of existing class 
divided society, but suggests 
that there is no deprived 
majonity forced to produce nches 
for an owning minonty because 
he can recount only a handful of 
people who felt °...in any way 
enslaved. It should go without 
exying that if the energetic 
majority with ite tenuous 


extetence knew tow & 
"Oprductiveninonty achise 
ile opulance, they would nate 
be aware of therralave paiee 
but would have jeag em 
ceased listening te th 
meanderings of blind leedend 
the blind. Lakewise(in obra 
referemwv to yrinciple 2 de 
Declaration) personal coated 

with few businessmen wh 
fail to take an active parttathe 
businesses’ does not prove the 
the capiLalial class in genera 
involved in the productivwe/de 
tnbutive procnases, Maz; 
‘businesamen’ are working clas 
execuuives; not shareholden 

itis hardly necessary to que 
the farmer General Elean 
President dunng the Ws 
when he aaid that ownershy 


wan then largely divorced fre» 


management. 
the nch can hire the bru 
necessary tt manage the 
empiree. Or an George Bema 
Shaw once put it ‘What oar 
matter with the puor la poverty 
What in the matter with the ab 
is uselessness.  (Weetere 
Suvctalet July/Agg. td 
The explcatatve cundipane 
Capitalist production 
ieolation from say stelsta 
evidence, making factores ms 
stores unpleasant pieces ® 
frequent, should be logic ences 
that their parantical owns 
would maintain a ceapectt 
distance from them. And tee 
freedom of choice allows bet 
to. In addition, the occamens 
published accounts of & 
indolent life style and {abexe 
possessions of the rwlitl 


In other ware | 
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Minority ought toillustratethe | 


separation from any coambe 
ory acuvity. 


Abuut Canadians enjoying ™ | 
of the hihest living standeré | 


athe wich, averages are uanfy! 
br ome thinga, hke measuring 
we by and large temperatury of 
paar with one fott in a bucket 
advwoand the ather ina bucket of 
baling water It could he 
sfunent & enquire of Mr 
MeNinnen whieh Canadians’ 
be meane, theme whi pay 
teusande of dullare for extra 
state, n world cruising 
fy liners merely for their 
tlothes and peta, or (hore 
eho muat augmont their diets 
mth pet fend of punthuae 
emute washers nnd drvera hy 
pat fe) install menta? 
W McKinnon digs deeply int 
te beg of capitaliat trchs to 
arent society tn Victima, 
atepiditv, by swying thit, 
yone with a mendicunm of 
wtelligence and the will & 
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pit can really imprave hia 
ehoninhile fhe sodesires.” 
») Inreal life ul inno lack 
dewre nor af muadina ted 


fiat on the purt of the workers 
wranedy their wrongs Hut the 
mal wuunda remain, and their 
ae. the diviaton of auciety 
iteren aboot 10 percent who 
ame bat don't produce and W 
prent whe produce but don't 
ecoofusion of thas capitalist 
preeentative whom the 
of Vietona federal 
racy inistakenly sent to 
ie lo represent them 
des the vid myth that the 
OF NDP is a Socialist Party 
te the fact it has alwayve 
pperied the wages. prices, 
At systew of class division to 
bilt And despite the fact 
Dave Barrett's former NDP 
romcnt in B.C. mismanag: 
i the capitaliet economy. 
ng w& manage capitalism's 
fan: evonainy i6 the measure 
“a capitalist party. 
versely. the situation of the 
Sociahet Party in office 
| mean that a majority of 


sf 2=ep 


Soctallet Pwlerem 
workere had politr7aliy 
awakened to the fact that 
miverty minery a balledn 
condition of Chat evhseeviens 
claes position bad ceated 
listening (a jeadera af the nght 
ar the left. and had sent a 
majority of representatives to 
parlbament to enact their 
freedam from wage-«lavery be 
making the meana of life the 
common preperty of poctety, 
ending claasea. [t would have 
nothing to de with trying & 
mahe capitaliam function for the 
exploited 


And far frocn everyone in the 
NUP beng equal when that 
Party ie wat of uffice. like ite 
openly capitalist heothers, the 
NDP is divided into ‘rank and 
filers’ an one hand and leadera 
allegedly showing the way on 
the wther, in or autof office (The 
top and the haottemn) with 
political unuwarenves being the 
nerm af the followers. Indeed, 
the Victoria provincial 
constituency NDP aasomattion 
membership had mushroomed 
ta 7()-4000 pluw last winter bat 
when a meeting wae held to elect 
a new executive, just over 
attended 


The reference to Orwell's 
‘Animal Farm is a mie 
representadon of the 
Bolehevik's rathless one party 
police state methois of building 
state cupitaliem in Russia as 
being a failure at eetablishing 
Socialiem’Communiam. No 
attempt by Rossian workers to 
free themuelves from the wage 
sluvery of capitaliam was 
involved. because there waa no 
developed capitalism in Russian 
in ISI7 and no working cleaa 
without which ther cen ba 
capitalism. The Boleheviks as 
typical leadery. deceived the 
millions of illiterate peasants 
into think:ng thas the new rings 
in their noses, iand and jobe for 
wages in the cities, were tools of 


vei tie @ 


rae © 
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ther ematsipatum fee alt 
Sp renete) 


Thal & the esetriae uf 
leadorohip, thd ereance of 
Kuan ehoeg herding Ww 
pronnde the idanlegy of the 
capttalies ciseea whom (he 
Waders reprepent. in pring the 
clage warunecimaness of th 
serful mafuetly and channe 
them to the absaring pens ff 
thear masters 


The workers need to enhamw 
ther grwing com prebenawn of 
the real world 


PERSPECTIVE POR 

WORLD SOCIALISM 

$1.00 per copy - 36 Shart 
Articles, 

including 

Left va Right; Inceative. ia 

The Meuntime; Kace; 

Smanbing Capitalisa: 

Religion; Charity: 

Femminisom; Human Natare; 

World Without Money. 


REFLECTIONS ON 
RELIGION 


A New Mesainh: Religinn fa 
Britain, Kveryday Raligion: 
Materiallet Approach, 
Vatican Poverty; Evolution 
in Religioa. 

§0e 


ANARCHISM AND 
SOCIALISM 
by Plechanoff 
Seven xeraoxed copies 
presently available at $3.00 
each. 
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How Would You Spell Relief? 


A tew months ago an articie 
epopesred in the entertainment 
section af the Toronio Star. The 
erticle. briefly. wes concerned 
with the effecis of television 
edvertising simed af children. 


tt said: "Not too tong ego, a 
Grade 3 ciaes in Connecticul was 
given a spelling test contaming 
the word ‘retie!. More then heif 
the chiidsen apgiled it ‘R—O—i— 
A—I—O—S'. 

A recent report reveated that 
only one-halt of all the adulte in 
the differen! countries of the 
wortd could identify a picture of 
thelr national leader, while 90 per 
cent ot the 3-yeaer-olas in the 
United States could identity a 
picture of Fred Flintstone. 
‘(Toronto Star, Entertainment/ 
Classified Section. Tuesday, 
March 4, 1878.) 


The report went on to easy = that 
the broedcasting and cereal 
inckistrtes im the United States 
were quite upeet at a recent move 
by the US. Federal Trade 
Commission to vregulaie the 
(etevision advertising almed ai 
chitdren. These two industries 
cherged that the government was 
inteclering with freedom of 
speech and the parent child 
retationship. 

‘What we are talking about here 
is, who contrtois the media?’ says 
Shewn Sheehan, a spokesman for 
the WNationel Association of 
Broadcaaters. The government 
le well-intentioned. but it is 
dictating to parents how they 
should conduct their family life. 
We think that ls dangerous! (itis 
also dangerous to assume the 
government is well-intentioned). 

in Quebec, Yog! Bear and Tony 
the Tiger are not allowed to 
advertise producisa for children 
(Cereals, etc.) but they still can 
entertain the kiddies in cartoons. 


~— —s —_———— ee 
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Socialist Agicwuts 


Kellogg's of Canada Ltd., which 
used these cartoon characters io 
promote their breakfast cereals, 
Challenged the Quebec law on 
grounds that it wes unconsti- 
tullonal and was supported in it's 
effori by the Federal government. 


While reading this article | 
couldn't help but think of the 
overall effect of T.V. in general, 
and advertising In particular, on 
the working class. |. myself, ama 
grocery store employee and ! see 
the effects of a tremendous 
emount of advertising on the 
workers every day. 


The entrapment of children, by 
the media, to pressure parents 
Into buying these products is a 
direct attack on the parent-child 
relationship in Itself. Perhaps 
more importantly It is a total 
disregard for the child's health 
and welfare despite the so-called 
good intentions of the 
government. The overall damage 
this advertising is doling to 
children and the workers (for 
today's children are tomorrow's 
workers) is anyone's guess. 
Aimost every day one hears of yet 
another additive or preservative 
that has ‘come under fire’ by 
consumer groups or scientists as 
being unsafe. One wonders why 
these additives and preservatives 
aren't tested before they are put 
on the market. There is only one 
Inescapadie conclusion: the 
workers are the guinea pigs of the 
capitalist system! itis similar, ina 
way. to the mode of production 
that we live under because no one 
can tell what capitalism is doing 
to people. The media war and 
brainwashing of children is just a 
further extension of advertising 
almed ai inducing a commodity 
fetish In the working class. in 
general. 


The workers are subjected to 


this multi-million dofiar madney 
every day for as long as they lin ; 
and as the capitalists wart & | 
sustain thelr domination over Dy | 
workers they have to ‘stort ttes | 
young’. 

There are literally hundreds « 
ways that socialists can logica ! 
and reasonably bring out te 
fallacious ideas In support of ty 
capitalist system withou 
resorting to emotional appem | 
and this Is only ane of the | 

Those children in Connects 
may spell ‘relief’ R—OQ—L-A- 
i—D—S but the only way t& 
working class can spell ‘relief 
S—O—C—!I—AA—1-6-4 

JOHNNY ROBERTS 


Morals and Socialism 


The Sovralist’s opposition to the buurges 
and the capitalistic system for whic ay 
stand by no means springs sanpty le 
@ recogmtion of the musery, stavery w 
degradation which capitaliem entab, thag 
being human and not mere auumsn 6 
logic, Socialists are naturally #0 
influenced by such facts They know. be 
ever, that capilaligym has been «@ seam 
and useful stage in the evolution of bam 
society. It is because the sysiem « nse 
of these today, because it can be shosn && 
the functiuning of wealth as capial & 
a hindrance to economic and thersoie © 
social and intellectual progres, te & 
Socialist regards capitaliom as an ches 
and evil institution 

if the Socialist holds exptoiution # 
class oppression to be murally wang ! 
is because, for the first teme in history na 
the formation of class dvnions awey ® 
the remote past, the materia) means an 9” 
available wherewith these, together wt # 
their consequences, may be eliminated #2 
human institutans. It is because tha bt 
existing phase of class society, capitalan > 
the great ubstacle, holding mankind tt 
© to speak. on the very thrahold J! 
new and splendid eru manilesting vail 
developments on the material, uxul # 
mental triumphs of the race, that thy © 
ciphet holds thie systenr and al} the ages 
which uphold of tend w perpetuaiy « 
hatred and abomination 


(Fron: an wttcl by RW Hoeewis 
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Party Activities 


Since the B.C. provincial 
byelection effort in Oak Bay. the 
BC NDP convention was held 
on the May 24th long weekend at 
the University of Victona. It 
ees covered by four Camrades 
through diatribution of a leaflet 
wo the NDP, handed to the 
delegates and placed in door 
handles or front seats of their 
ars. Other Jeaflets and journals 
vere distributed. A banner was 
dsplayed part of one day. One 
tter about the convention vs. 
the Socialist position was sent to 
the two Victoria dailies and the 
Vancouver Sun, but appeared 
my in the Victoria Timea. 
Mention of the Canadian flag in 
yominence at the NDP 
convention in contradiction to 
tw fact that the workers have no 
eantry, may have contributed 
lo the latter's demise in other 
papers. 


———— = —— - — 
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Comrade Tickner brought the 
Party name before the Pacific 
Northwest Labor History 
Conference. Annual Conference 
w Seattle, April 21-23. He took 
part for one day in the week-long 
wminar of the Canadian 
Modent Debating Federation, 
National Seminar, at the 
University of Victoria, on the 
mbject of unemployment and 
yreeented the Party position on 
& A back issue of the Socialist 
Standard titled, ‘Lenin Distorts 
Marx’ ip being reproduced in 
pamphlet form including 
‘ricles on the aame theme from 
‘ther S's. .This is being doneon 
PC agreement at the request of 
he Socialist Party of Great 


Britain, and it will be available 
m Canada. 
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One Comrade in Vancouver is 
keeping bookstores supplied 
with three Companion Party 
journals (including this one) and 
advertising the stands in thetwo 
Vancouver dailies. The 
Vancouver group meets 
regularly. 


The Toronto group meets 
regulurly and will be attemptang 
to get a brochure of Party 
pamphlets into Toronto libranes 
and the Party journals into news 
stands and bookstores. 

The Montreal member who 
initiated our French language 
journal, Socialisme Mondial, 
has co-operated again with a 
Comrade in Luxemburg and 


ENQUIRY FORM 
To the Socialist Party of Canada, 
P.O. Box 4280, Stn. A., Victoria, B.C. 


Victoria members (printing) to 
produce No 9. Thearticle in thia 
isaue of Socialist Fulcrum on the 
Parti Quebecois, ia a tranaliauon 
from the original which 
appeared in a previous SM 


Victoria members wi)] man a 

booth again this year on Labor 
Day weekend at the annual 
Saanich Fal] Fair. 
The new format of Socialist 
Fulcrum in printers type is 
largely the result of prodigious 
voluntary work by one non- 
member. We hope the 
Improvements will prompt 
delinquent subscribers to renew, 
as has happened to date with 
two readers. 


Please provide the following: (underline) 
FULCRUM (Socialist Party of Canada) 8 iseues $2.00 


SOCIALISME MONDIAL (French, Parti Socialiste 


du Canada) 4 


WESTERN SOCIALIST !2Z issues 
(World Sociahst Party of U.S.) 
SOCIALIST STANDARD 12 issues 
(Socialist Party of Great Britain) 


1.00 


4.00 
5.00 


Subscriptions to libraries at double rate. 
I would alao like to donate toward sociahat activities... 
Further information about the policies and publication of the 


Socialist Party of Canada............... 


I am interested in becoming a member 


Name...............-.....- 
Addreae...cciim 


~-& Ld 


all ° 
- _-_ 
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Christianity and Socialism 


Jesus and the new 


testament 

GOCIALISTS ere apt te regard the whole story of 
“ Chrwet es vaworthy of tberr sertous efiention: but 
uniews bellewert can sre the begotry of these religious 
wean they will eever be adie 20 accept eocialiem 
[2 ss therefore tacumbert woos somalists ff they wih 
to imfuence beliewers t© examme the teachings of 


Civiet (“Tf the mountam woa't come to Mohammed: 

Mohammed wast g to the nountam. 

Chriatiags may went their faith to cling to im 
trowble, bet of thes faith is without a found- 
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Joseph (the husband 
to 


if 


ik 


hes dreams. end instead of suspecting his wife of 
unfeithfulmess, as s© many @ man migtn have done, 
he accepted the angel's alibi for the Hoty Ghost, and 
lived happily ever after. 

Tits the immaculate conception of tbe account 
ef how Jeaue was dura of a virgin. Had Joseph not 
betieved in dreams. the world might never have had 
Qurwuusaity. It seems a little strange that the found- 
ing of am important world religion was dependent on 
the astespretation of the simple man’s dreams 

Crretians Gnd aothing odd abour this story that 
CoG wes rebum of a virgin, mast bebevers would 
say % proves that Jesus was really of divine origin. 
It wrasid have been po bess miraculous (or indeed ro 
more miraculous) if Jesus was born directly from 
his facher, withow! ever being conceived in a womb. 
No doubt if this story hed been invented hm believers 
wind have found no difhcuky in accepting it as 
suficient proof on which to rest their convictions. 
Why should a Gord come down to earth and com- 
mence iife in such a peculiar way? 

We are told that Christ was circumcised un the 
eighth day after hes tuirth (lak 221). This indicates 
that he was not bor perfect, for something had to 
be done to improve him. Had he been born already 
circumcised it would surely have been regarded as 
indiaputeble evidence of his divine origin. but nobody 
peer (to heve thought of thac. ‘The original foreskin 
of Jesus has teen preserved it is alleged. and two 
church museums (ume in Kaly and the other in Spain) 
class to have $t Tourists who visit churches in 
these countries will see numerous pieces of wood 
from the ocumnal crom, and also pieces of iron chain 
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Part 2& 


sarki to Rave beki Peter. However, no two party: 
of tron chem appeer to have the same size fioks ji 
ali the chau am? wood were put together, & sow 
suffice to make a sh of cunstderable size Tie 
tebcs are used very profitably to extract dossice 
from the devout The church hes always been » 
expert organise’ beggar 


es & . 


It is admitted that the Old Testament fs a ie 
worse of for age Let us look at the New Tew 
ment, for it contains the words of Chrat. o x i 
is surmised 


Jesus never wrote a word of the New Testasen 
nor did his disciples. whe passed the story of Jew 
on to others by word of mouth. They succesda 
admirably in getting the master’s ideas all confusd 
Christ being the san of God, must have known Gx 
they would create this muddle. One woud bm 
thought that if the whole thing was important f& 
generations to come. at least Christ would have wna 
down his ideas so that there could be no conform 

For Christians to claim that Jesus died (0 aa 
the world is preposterous. If he wished to pul & 
world right, then nothing would have been snagiz 
for him than to have lived and performed the ust 
This would have convinced the sceptics If the pr 
pose of Christ's coming was to save sinner. a it 
tell us how we could qualify for everlasting IR. 
surely he should have made it clear to all manks 
Instead he left the world in bewilderment His om 
followers have been slaughtering one another {a a 
turies over the meaning of his words. If God 
apoken — why is it that the world is not convmel 

The sermon on the mount is considered to be te 
greatest sermon of al! time, preached by the grates 
of al! men — in fact by God himself disgust & 
@ man. Here we find the philosophy of Ching, i 
jet us pause and look at it. “If thy ngh 
offend thee pluck it out, and if thy right hand offesd 
thee, cut it off.” (Matt. 529). Such self-mutileom 
or self-surgery is a relic of the barbarous past 36 
nobody today would attempt to follow H, not ea 
the fanatics. Verse 40 (same chapter) states: 7 
any man sue thee at the law and take away ‘i 
coat, give him thy cloak also.” 
any man sue you for £100 insist on paying OF 
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In other words ! 


“Take no account for your life what ye shal @. — 


or what ye shall drink, or for your body what ¥ 
shall put on™ (Matt. 6 25). Just try to cary # 
cam in practice and you will soon become thoroug>’ 
L 

The advice “resist not evil’ can only mean 0} 
done it. “If amitten on the mght cheek, tum to # 
the other side.” If stabbed in one arm, or shol ® 
one leg — would you offer the other limb w * 
acmmilariy treated? 

“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, @ 
good to them that hate you” (Matt. 5. 44). TB 


many violent stories in the Old Testainent shows tbs! 


there was no love for enemies, even among Got? 
chosen leaders. 


nee” 
(het war th ringe Of peace and believed Phat 
nur whe mit} word would perah by ie (Matt. 
mw S20 Thin i fy contiadkictiag with Mare. 
1 4 wh | ac! Poink mot tha! f ain came to send 
earth come sot) ta send peace. bul a 
4. For To am come to set a@ man atl varience 
geina his father ughter agminat hee mether am 
 dmighter-in law mst hee mithertn-lew ~ 
i§ Cr t Ose ow: bring a ewer amt to 
fisturh the fea Pu world, how much hetter 
e would Rav: ‘err for us if ho had stayed away, 
the swont 2 | wef with innocent bload ever 
if ie was his avowed purpese (o cause family 
warrels. then mankind would have benefited by his 
abeence In one place he poses as the apostle of 
gor! will, and nother we find that his intentions 
were to t strife Can we conclude that the 
be s the word of Gad | divinely inspired, suit- 
ate for man's guidance? 
Socialists do no on to bring a sword — nor 
t workers nst other workers. but to bnng 
uf an unders of how man can live in a 
etter way ippily and peacefully on the fruits 
the earth This n be done only if the produce 
the earth is us for the benefit of all mankind 
‘tive Of SON The active slugan of 
mois “WwW the World untte. yuu have 


t chains ~— vou have a 
Wr 0 Ww (Marx) 

Matthew w » of Christ's disciples, and yet he 
Qever said that was necessary to believe anything 
t0 go to heaven “Blessed are the peacemakers. 
lessed are the humble. the meek and the merciful, 
‘or they will have treasure in heaven.” (Ch. 5) All 
this suits the ruling class very nicely, be humble 
and submissive and tolerate the frustrations of life. 
Your reward will come in heaven. [t was 3 promise 
of “me in the sky when you die.” for the workers. 
but treasure on earth for the capitalists “A _ bird 
ia the hand is worth two in the bush.” 

When we come to St. Mark's gospel we find “He 
that believeth will be saved, and he that believeth 
aot shell be damned.” (Ch. 16. !6). His words offer 
both a reward for helieving and a punishment for 
doubting. so you can take your choice. Incidentaily 
(be Bible does not state what you have to believe 
(See the Aposues’ Creed). According to St. Matthew. 
unbelievers will go to heaven (if there is such a 
place), for there is not a word about believing any- 
thing in St. Matthew's gospel. According to St. Mark, 
Cey will not go there, yet these two disciples were 
both with Christ. Eternal life uepends not on good 
Works or the leading of a good hife, but on belief. 
‘ vile criminal who believed can yo to heaven; but 
a1 honest man who finds he cannot accept such ideas 
™ booked for hell. A curious type of justice. It is 
teresting to note that the Koran states that good 
Works do count, and it is by doing good ‘that you 
Can gain admission to heaven. 

When we get co St. John’s gospel, we find that 
‘verlasting fire is the punishment for not believing. 
— comes it that these two disciplies have let us 
"¥f8 on such vital issues? They disagree not only 
™ wnfles, but on fundamentals. St. Mark tells us 
‘tout those who believe. “In my name will they 
Out devils, and if they drink any deadly thing. 

"ul not hurt them.” (Ch. 16. 18). Brag on your 


Siecralied Fulterun 


heltever and eah him tm driak o wine gipes full of 
eulphurtc acid, and if ft dace om hurt him Chat 
miracle would @urely convince caoy unhelievers 

You cannot become a socjaiiat hy belie?) you nial 
understand the philosophy, Religion ts Lesa! &0 
heliet; unmferstandiag Is not eeguired.. Perhane i! tt 
were neceassry !0 comprehend thew myateiies, 20 
bady would be able ta qualify for eternal ile 

Apart fram belief as the pretequisi(e tow afier-l:fe, 
the Rible offers @ few miditinnal qualificatiune fi 
thic supreme rewerd. 

‘Except (thet ye be circumcised, ye connor he 
saved.” (Acta 151). How Christians can cuadcne 
thia strange practice ax a meane Of ubtalning evar- 
lasting Ufe. is diwult to understand. We can unaeint 
that the early Christian suigcone who were of cruised 
prieate, would not be slow in capitalizing }! 

“Hie that believeth an me though he were dexd 
— vet shall he tive.” (John 1h, 25))  Extept that 
@ man be bom again. he cannot ace the khingdum 
of Gad” (Qohn 3 3. What these mean sa rl 
easy (a fathom, they represent two samplea feom a 
hundred fdiotic phrases about which them 1.6 no ayrce 
ment among Christians. 10 @ach puta Ale own inicr- 
pretation on them 

“Except ye eat af the flesh of the Son of man. 
and drink of his blood ve have ng life in you Why- 
soever eateth my flesh. and drinketh my dlow!, hall 
eternal life: and { will care him up at the lest das ~ 
(John 6. 533). This disgusting form of canmbsism ts 
usually interpreted (uv mean anything but whet it 
says) Jt was because of the impossibility of imple- 
menting this that the church introduced the nmias: 
with its bread and wine. They evidently altacnn! 
great importance to it 

So if you want etemal life. be humble. meek snd 
merciful; believe withuut questioning =. no mite: 
how absurd. See that you are cirveumcised properly: 
get vourself burn again; and tinally don't forge: abc.t 
thea flesh and hlood drinking clause. 

There are numeroun refereaces in the Bihle to 
animal sacrifices which ceme to Christlanity from 
pagan sources. Reng washed In the blond of @ hyinu 
was one idea (Rev. 32 21). Such cevulting concep: 
tions are nothing else than slaughter house theolcgy 
but they stil? linger in the Christian veligsion 

Whether Christ actually lived or not we do nol 
know. There appears to be no evidence outside the 
gospels) There may have been a man who thought 
he was a leader, a pod in man form whu ha! 4 
special message for humanity. Such a figure (the 
perfect man) seems () be required as the cen (re cof 
many religions. Christ's origin Jepende On the evidence 
of the account in ths New Testament. and there is 
no checking that 

The reason why Christ was crucified ls aa endiesa 
argument. ft appears fairly clear thal his declac- 
ations “Il am the wey. the truth, and the life, nu 
man commeth unto the father but by me.” (John 
16. 6) contributed Co it. 

Such an arrogant claim would have provoked bfitar 
rejections at the ume. far it clearly showed (he 
people thar he hed put himself up as 3 @tator Natur. 
alty this caused oppositina nor aaly from the Jews 
but also from the Romans The Jews Enew very 
well thar ne was no god, text one Of ther bwys. 
and cursequently (bev did net belleve R'm, And never 
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heve ecejxed Aim. “Tne prophet is not without 
hone@ur wwe ik hie own land - 

At all ewenta, Christ had the puwee (to save 
hemestt trom crucdizien, ant refuaed m use tt. he 
was guilty af suicide 

Christ is satd te heve been tempted of the devil 
The devil tool &im w: a high mountain — so Chnat 
muet heve followed him willingly knuwing Satan's 
intentions. The Devi) then Offered him sovereignty 
over the earth. Christ does nat seem to have appre- 
cteted the aheurdity of this (emplation, or he woul! 
have replied that as his father. God. created the 
earth and all it contained, he naturally owned it, The 
Devil was in effect offering to give awny stolen pro- 
perty if he had appropriated tt At all events Christ 
wes compietelty oblivious of the uhole point 

Ruddim was also temprat by the devil centuries 
before Christ. 

The tdea that Christ and God were one (John 10. 30) 
can be seriausly chalicnged by “there is mone yood 
bat one, that ts God (Matt 19 17) Or again Honour 
thy father and mother that thy days shall be long 
with the Lond.” (Excd 20. 12) Christ's statement was 
“Everyone that forsaketh father and mother for my 
sake shall inherit everlasting Ife.’ (Matt. 19. 29). So 
you can please yourself which shal) be your attitude 
fo your parents. and if God the Father won't give 
you everlasting life. God the Son will 

If a man taday sand that he was the Son of God. 
and cthete are such men, we would conclude that 
he was suffering trom hallucinations. The Jewish race 
m bdhical daws were mad with superstition; base- 
less rumours were the onier of the day. Other reli- 
gnmzs alder than Christianity cantained accounts of 
men be:ng born of virgins and rising from the dead. 
There is nothing nuraculous about all this, It is a 
somewhat comrmoonplace rejiginus phenonienon. 

Nothing Christ said cumpares with Tom Paes 


aftrmatuoa!— “The waoarkd is my country — to da 
good my religwn.” Nothing Jesus uttered equals the 
words of Joseph McCube when he declared:— ‘The 


finest sentiment you can pay to the memory of the 
dead. is to make the world better for the living.” 

Chnst never made a discovery with which to enrich 
the world. Pythagoras. Euclid. Archimedes, Harvey. 
Newton, Paster, R&Gntgen. Sheliey, Darwin and Marx, 
all stand out as mental giants for their contributwn 
to mankinc compared with Christ 

Nothing which Christ did was of any practical 
value His alleged healing of the blind — if factual. 
could have been the greatest thing in the life of a 
single stghtless person. But he could have laid the 
foundatien jar prevention of blindness so that millions 
of people then unborn could have benefitted. Why did 
he not produce a rea) miracle and eliminate the para- 
sites of malaria or sleeping sickness? 


Was Jesus a Socialist 


ie tS a very common view among Christians that 

Jesus was a Socialist Meir Hardie added to this 
confusion whon he stated that he learned his socialism 
from the New Testement. The sea of the disciples 
having alt things in common oprubably gave rise to 
thie misunderstanding. Soldiers have all things in 
common — to obey orders without questioning, and 
10 die if necessary. Prisunera. whether civil or mili 
tary, also have el] thinga in common — but this 


does mot make them socialists in fac, “oa 
usually very anti-social. 
Nothing Jesus is alleged to have said make 
@ poculist in any way. He wag not concema © 
the emancipation from class rule: nor the bufidws d 
a sdclalist society on this earth: nor with — 
the lot of the peuple. His belief of life bevand & 
grave makes the idea of Jesus, as a socialist, Qua 
untenable. Sovialists want to survive in this ea 
and to enjoy the fruits of thelr labours. Co 
they have no interest in a mythical life efter det 
Christ said not a wurd about education. or sien | 
or any efforts to better the conditions of the 
He never championed the righta of man or freeda 
of speech and thought: nor the Iiherstion of the save, 
30 important in his day. 
The claim, therefore, that Christ was a Sims 
is the last refuge of the confusionists and m 
monger Yet it is obvious that neither the primiiy 
institut{lons of the Hebrews, nor the monastican @ 
the early Church, have any connection with Socabe 
The democratic ownership and control of industry wy 
and for the whule community could not com 8 
pass before the capitalist system had developed ag 
the productive forces had become social in charade 
therefore Socialiam was unthinkable, and its pee 
ganda imposmble two thousand yj. Jars ago. 


Christ's denunciation of wealth is not Soca 
“Sell all that thou hast and give to the poor wa ls 
advice to a rich man. This could mean social mute 
for the whulesale distribution of alms could bet 
‘remedy’ more deadly than the disease. 

“Take no thought for the morrow” was his @b> 
social advice, and the whole trend of his teach 
was to despise workily things for the sake at 
reward in heaven. But Socialism, on the costan 
is the appreciation of the things of this work 
the endeavour to ubblze them here and now. 

Socialism presupposes sOcial production. ads 
slavery and fcudaliam which followed it. this dd & 
exist. It remained for capitalism as it expandy & 
introduce a division of labour which made puswil 
the great variety of commodities of tuday. Capiaas 
also created surpluses, explored the world, Invest 
and used machinery — steam, electricity, reitean 
motur cars, airplanes and cullivated enurmous fe 
of land for foad. 

Capitalism thus develujped the productive forces af 
established = world market All this was eseestal 
to capitalism and of courst, sovialism, and it 6 @@ 
impossible to graft it on to a slave society Te 
in itself precludes Christ from being a socialist © 
Socialism was economically impossible without 2m 
production. 

Ancient Israel was a country af nomadx wee 
under the influence of the slave Romen Empire, a 
Socialism with this background could aot ocar 
Nobody ever suggests that Christ was — or cost 
have been an industmal capitalist or a business tyoom 
neither was he a soctalist. 

Christ's claim that he came to save sinnen gh 
makes it Clear that he was no socialist, but a “simeer 
saviour ** 

Socialism does not need divine leaders tu proms 
them cternal life or forgiveness of sin. Siete 
wishes to re-organise society and to emancipate t | 


working class from capitalism in all this Gi 
was an anti-acwislist. 
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